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U-TURN SIGNS 
Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [9.28 am]: I think � 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I think I was fairly generous earlier in the way I dealt with the member for Bassendean. I have 
given the call to the member for South Perth. The member for Bassendean is continuing to talk about a previous 
grievance and I call him formally for the first time. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I think we should make it mandatory that at least one grievance be directed to the Premier 
every Thursday morning to liven up proceedings! 

Once again I stand to raise a grievance with the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Transport. The last 
time I raised a grievance I spoke about road signage. Today is also about signage, but of a different nature. Most 
people would be aware that in my electorate of South Perth an off-ramp from the Kwinana Freeway, just past the 
Narrows Bridge, goes on to Mill Point Road, and that there is a set of traffic lights on the corner of Mill Point 
and Labouchere Roads. Many people drive through that area. There have been a couple of very serious 
accidents; in fact, one fatality involved a well-known young sportsman. What has happened over the years is that 
for one reason or another people arrive at those lights having taken a wrong turn off the freeway, and then do 
U-turns at that set of lights. This causes a problem.  
Some of those people are tourists. I have noticed people in hire cars; they were obviously lost. That is not 
difficult as it is easy to get in the wrong lane on a busy freeway. Others come off the freeway too early and 
realise that they need to get back on the freeway, so they do a U-turn to get back on to the Kwinana Freeway. 
This causes a traffic hazard because while they are making the U-turn, people heading towards the city along 
Labouchere Road also have the green arrow to turn left into the on-ramp for the freeway.  

Residents in my electorate have been raising this traffic hazard with me for some time. As a result, on a number 
of occasions I have written to the City of South Perth, which has in turn written to Main Roads Western 
Australia. Finally a sign has been installed that says, �No U-turn at signals unless otherwise signed�. The 
problem with this sign is that it is not a very big sign and is not easily recognisable. The City of South Perth 
agrees with me that the sign is too far away from the traffic lights. The sign is about six cars back from the traffic 
lights. The point that has been made to me is that the first six cars in a flow of traffic�members should 
understand that a lot of people come off the freeway in peak hour; it is a very busy intersection and the traffic 
does bank up�will already have gone past the sign, which is not a huge sign, before they realise they have gone 
too far, and then do the U-turn. The City of South Perth asked Main Roads to place that sign at the traffic lights 
so that motorists at the lights see this sign that says, �No U-turn at signals unless otherwise signed�. I am 
concerned about the response from Main Roads Western Australia. The City of South Perth has written to me 
advising � 

The installation of �No U-Turn� signs is not considered appropriate at traffic signal locations as the 
manoeuvre is contrary to the Road Traffic Code at most sites.  

Main Roads has recently been instructed by WA Police to remove �No U-Turn� signs from traffic 
signals as it is an illegal manoeuvre and all motorists should be aware of this. By installing these signs 
at some locations, it undermines the Polices power at others.  

I am concerned about that response, because if WA Police manages to enforce this with Main Roads and those 
signs are removed from various sets of lights, such as those installed in my electorate, it will create problems. 
The point I make is that if I went into the community and asked people about the Road Traffic Act 1974, I would 
find that most motorists would not really understand it as well as they should. Many of us in this place 
understand it because we deal with various amendments to the Road Traffic Act, and members of our 
constituency bring issues to our attention all the time. If members were to ask 100 people in the Hay Street mall 
whether they could do a U-turn at a set of lights, most people would not know. People have asked me to clarify 
the law about a give-way sign and whether they have to stop! People just do not understand.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Do you think we should have some sort of continuing education?  

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: I am just curious. I agree with the member.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: In opposition, I was the shadow minister for road safety, and I realise that we have a 
problem. I am not sure that when people are issued with a driver�s licence, they understand the Road Traffic Act 
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as well as they should. I am not sure that I understand the act as well as I should, and I have been driving for a 
long time. I have never lost my licence by the way. 

I would like the parliamentary secretary to respond to the grievance I have raised today and advise me what is 
happening in Main Roads about these signs. Will signage be removed at traffic lights where there might be a 
problem so that there are no signs that say �No U-turn allowed at this site�? Even though we all know that we 
are not supposed to do a U-turn at a set of lights, the fact is that people still do it. I do not think it would hurt to 
remind people, at certain set of lights, that they cannot turn right. I think we need to put more signage on our 
major roads reminding people of the requirements of the Road Traffic Act�for instance, did they know that they 
cannot do a U-turn at a set of lights? Motorists are permitted to do U-turns at intersections that do not have 
traffic lights, unless there is a sign saying otherwise. I think the issue is confusing and needs to be looked at. 
Maybe the Minister for Police and the Minister for Transport need to have a good look at this situation. Signage 
will make our roads a lot safer, especially at very busy intersections such as the one that I have mentioned.  

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands � Parliamentary Secretary) [9.38 am]: I thank the member for South 
Perth for raising this very important issue. I am pleased that Main Roads Western Australia has provided me 
with briefing notes on the current situation. I know that intersection quite well. My grandmother lived in 
Labouchere Road, so I used that set of signals quite a lot, and still do. One of the problems with that 
intersection�I have done it myself�is that people are inattentive when driving. In my case, when I have been 
driving along Mounts Bay Road�I might be thinking about going to Parliament House�I have got into the 
wrong lane and all of a sudden I am travelling across the Narrows Bridge heading in the wrong direction.  

A member interjected. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Yes, I could keep going to Mandurah!  

Mr D.A. Templeman: You are most welcome.  

Mr W.R. MARMION: I do not want to go to Mandurah, even though it might be a nice place. I realise I must 
get off the freeway, but the first place I can get off, travelling south along the Narrows Bridge, is the Mill Point 
Road exit ramp. Some motorists, who are perhaps selfish or discourteous to other motorists, get into the right-
hand lane and, I assume, do a U-turn to get back on the freeway. I have been in that situation, but I have gone in 
the left-hand lane and driven down Mill Point Road to do a loop. To do so, motorists have to drive some 
distance�almost to the end of Mill Point Road. Some people who have done that do not want to do it again. I 
would have to blame discourteous motorists, but perhaps at some intersections--that could be one--something has 
to be done to ensure that motorists are aware of the rule.  
Mr B.J. Grylls: An area that directs people to do a U-turn is at the traffic lights at the new interchange at the 
convention centre, which is also pretty tricky. Motorists can find themselves on the freeway when they did not 
expect to be.  
Mr W.R. MARMION: The new road layout around the convention centre has given rise to some people doing 
this manoeuvre. There are probably other intersections around the state that allow this manoeuvre. Nevertheless, 
under regulation 31(2) of the Road Traffic Code 2000 it is illegal for a motorist to make a U-turn at a traffic-
signalised intersection, unless there is a �U-turn permitted� sign in place. I will read out the relevant regulations 
in a minute. 
Mr P. Papalia: The member is good at this. Maybe he should swap with the bloke in front of him!  

Mr W.R. MARMION: I will carry on. Under the Road Traffic Code it is illegal for motorists to make a U-turn 
at signalised intersections. Because the Road Traffic Code says that signals are not needed, Main Roads is not 
required to install them. The problem is that if signs are installed--there are some signs at the moment saying 
�U-turn not permitted��people can wrongly assume when they are at another signalised intersection that they 
can do a U-turn. I have been advised by Main Roads that, at the request of the police and to ensure consistency 
and avoid ambiguity, Main Roads will no longer install No U-turn signs at signalised intersections. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Why is that? 

Mr W.R. MARMION: It is because the Road Traffic Code states that a driver is not allowed to carry out a 
U-turn at an intersection. The police are concerned that if the signs are put up � 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Where there are no signs people will assume that they can do U-turns. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: That is right. Well done, member for Armadale. The member for South Perth may not 
like the next part of my response. Main Roads is currently in the process of removing any such signage that has 
been installed at signalised intersections in the past, as a result of community concerns. If the community is 
concerned about people carrying out this illegal manoeuvre, the advice is that people should take it up with the 
police for monitoring and enforcement. Main Roads understands the genuine road safety concerns about drivers 
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undertaking illegal U-turns at traffic signals, and will undertake to raise public awareness of this important issue 
during its regular talkback radio sessions on traffic matters, and will also arrange newspaper advertisements on 
the topic. I think we need to go a lot further than that. It is a long time since I obtained my driver�s licence. My 
daughter obtained her driver�s licence a couple of years ago, and I enjoyed reading the roundabout section, but 
must confess that I am still a bit confused about who gives way on roundabouts, and whether we should use our 
indicators. Ongoing education for baby boomers like us is probably important. In the time I have left I will read 
out what the Road Traffic Code says on this subject. Section 31(2) states � 

A driver shall not make a U turn at an intersection with traffic-control signals unless there is a �U turn 
permitted� sign at the intersection that applies to that driver. 

In reference to U-turns generally, section 32 reads, in part � 
(1) A driver shall not commence a U turn unless � 

(a) the turn can be made with safety and without interfering with the movement of other 
traffic; and 

(b) the driver has a clear view of any approaching traffic. 
(2) A driver making a U turn shall give way to all vehicles and pedestrians. 

The member for South Perth has raised a good point. The Commissioner for Main Roads and the Commissioner 
of Police should get together and see whether there is another solution to this problem. 
 


